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MARCH MEETING 

Sunday, 27 March - Washington County Library - 3 p.m. - Speaker: David Barteau , from 
New Bern. 

MEET A. B. DAVENPORT, JR. - Director WCGS 

A charter member of WCGS, A. B. is serving his second term as director. He was born 28 Sept 
1918 in Roper, son of Atwood Bailey Davenport, Sr, and Cora Beatrice Chesson. Married to Ella 
Mae Lyle, they have two children and are grandparents. 

An avid gardener as well as historian and genealogist, A. B. is a very active member of the Pearl 
Harbor Survivors Association, having attended reunions in Pearl Harbor. He loves to share 
recollections of that infamous attack by the Japanese on 7 Dec. 1941 with local groups. Winner 
of the Bronze Star in WWII for service beyond the call of duty, he also holds several medals and 
ribbons from various Pacific theater battles. 

He's been a member of Roper Baptist Church, where he serves as deacon, for about 44 years. A. 

B. has been featured in the local newspaper, not only for his WWII service record and memories, 
but for his "green thumb," including homegrown pineapple. (Info from Washington County 
Genealogical Society - Charter Members - 1990) 

COMING UP: 

The Battle of Plymouth Living History Weekend scheduled for April 15-17, 1994, 
commemorating the 130th anniversary of the battle. A large re-enactor participation is 
anticipated by Patricia Monte', curator of the Port of Plymouth Museum. 

Volunteers are being recruited - if you're willing to help, you, too, need to contact Ms. Monte' or 
any member of the Washington County Historical Society. 

The Port-O-Plymouth Museum is opening a year-long exhibit on primitive household 
furnishings, etc, from the Creswell area. Members Loretta and Bobby Phelps (both retired late 
1993 from fulltime jobs) have been at work, scouring their own antiques, their neighborhood and 
friends' attics. Loretta says this is one of the most primitive exhibits in North Carolina - and 
should be worth a visit. 

SPECIAL INVITATION 

In conjunction with the Living History Weekend, native Washington Countian Levora (Lee) 
Davenport Witte will read "down home" poetry on Saturday morning. WCGS members Robert 

C. and Loretta H. Phelps and Harrison W. and Shirleyan Phelps will host an afternoon reception 
and reading at 3 p.m. in Creswell honoring Mrs. Witte. Special recognition will be accorded the 
late Henrietta (Black Mammy) Hill Davenport Paige, known and loved by so many Creswell area 
residents. Henrietta raised 12 children of her own and helped deliver and wet-nurse countless 
others. 

Mount Olive Press published Mrs. Witte's first book Levora and will release her second volume 
of verse on April 14 at the Murphy Regional Center, Mount Olive College, 6:30 p.m. Because I 
Love You includes remembrances of the Creswell - Mount Tabor - Back Woods areas of 
Washington County. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Jane L. Hedgepeth, R 1 Bx 243L, Holly Ridge NC 28445: Needs all the help she can get 
"linking my ancestor, Richard G. FRASIER of Chatham County, with the FRASIER family of 
Washington County 1799 - ? 

Richard L. Dorson, 1042 Elder Court, Herndon, VA 22070 : Mr. Dorson writes: For the past 
year, I have been researching my mother's family, SITTERSON. With the help of other family 
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members and my own research including the US Archives and a trip to northeastern North 
Carolina last fall, I have a good start, but much more is needed...! have noticed the Sitterson's 
and Swain's have intermarried several times: John Theodore SITTERSON and Sarah SWAIN, 
December 26, 1883, Lees Mills Township; Luther SITTERSON and Sarah (Susan) E. SWAIN, 
November 18, 1891, Lees Mills Township; Addie Pauline SITTERSON and Jesse Lawrence 
SWAIN, date and location unknown; Ruth M. SITTERSON and Henry L. SWAIN, October 16, 
1909, Lees Mills Township.... Especially Jesse Lawrence SWAIN? Do you know of any other 
marriages between SWAIN's and SITTERSON's? What information can you assist me with 
concerning the marriages and descendants of those marriages? 

(Note: Annual dues entitle new members to copies of all newsletters and journals for that 
calendar year. If current year back issues have not been received within 30 days of payment of 
dues, members should direct notice to the corresponding secretary.) 

WINTER JOURNAL - 1993/4 

Enclosed is the Winter Journal. Thanks to all the contributors! Which brings us to the next 
journal - our second in the "Civil War Fragments" series. Deadline for material is 20th March. 
Please send articles which relate to your CW ancestors. 

CORRECTION 

Note: Feb. issue of WCGS NEWS incorrectly numbered Volume 5 No. 1 - should have been No. 
2. 
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